THE SPEECH TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 26, 1941
When we consider the resources of the United States and the
British Empire compared to those of Japan, when we remember
those of China, which has so long and valiantly withstood invasion
and when also we observe the Russian menace which hangs over
Japan, it becomes still more difficult to reconcile Japanese action with
prudence or even with sanity. What kind of a people do they think
we are ? Is it possible they do not realize that we shall never cease
to persevere against them until they have been taught a lesson
which they and the world will never forget ?
Members of the Senate and members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, I turn for one moment more from the turmoil and
convulsions of the present to the broader basis of the future. Here
we are together facing a group of mighty foes who seek our ruin ;
here we are together defending all that to free men is dear. Twice
hi a single generation the catastrophe of world war has fallen upon
us ; twice in our lifetime has the long arm of fate reached across
the ocean to bring the United States into the forefront of the battle.
If we had kept together after the last War, if we had taken common
measures for our safety, this renewal of the curse need never have
fallen upon us.
Do we not owe it to ourselves, to our children, to mankind
tormented, to make sure that these catastrophes shall not engulf us
for the third time ? It has been proved that pestilences may break
out in the Old World, which carry their destructive ravages into the
New World, from which, once they are afoot, the New World
cannot by any means escape. Duty and prudence alike command
first that the germ-centres of hatred and revenge should be con-
stantly and vigilantly surveyed and treated in good time, and,
secondly, that an adequate organization should be set up to make
sure that the pestilence can be controlled at its earliest beginnings
before it spreads and rages throughout the entire earth.
Five or six years ago it would have been easy, without shedding
a drop of blood, for the United States and Great Britain to have
insisted on fulfilment of the disarmament clauses of the treaties
which Germany signed after the Great War; that also would
have been the opportunity for assuring to Germany those raw
materials which we declared in the Atlantic Charter should not be
denied to any nation, victor or vanquished. That chance has passed.
It is gone. Prodigious hammer-strokes have been needed to bring
us together again, or if you will allow me to use other language, I
will say that he must indeed have a blind soul who cannot see that
some great purpose and design is being worked out here below, of
which we have the honour to be the faithful servants. It is not
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